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councils and synods, arranged under the titles of "Astrologie," " Culte des 
arbres," " Magie," " Lutte contre les anciennes religions," etc. 

The volume of Mr. Lang consists of a collection of brief papers and re- 
views. These articles relate to Primitive Boycotting, The Royal Power in 
History, A Neglected Side of the Greek Religion, Singularities of the Pre- 
cepts of Vishnu, Popular Tales in Homer, Ghosts in Mediaeval Sermons, 
and Tradition in Scotland (a review of Napier's book). The articles are 
marked by the familiar characteristics of the author, — various informa- 
tion, suggestiveness, ability, and tendency to dwell on the comic aspect of 
his subject. W. W. N. 

Contributions of Alchemy to Numismatics. By Henry Carrington 
Bolton, Ph. D. Read before the New York Numismatic and Archaeo- 
logical Society, December 5, 1889. Author's Edition. New York, 1890. 
44 pp. 4to. Three plates. 

Alchemy may be entitled the folk-lore of chemistry ; it is therefore of 
interest to observe that Professor Bolton regards the suppositious art not 
as the father of chemistry, but as a collateral degradation of the science. 
This resulted from the application through avaricious motives of erroneous 
speculative principles concerning the constitution of matter, as composed 
of the union of qualities, a doctrine that reverts to Aristotle. While al- 
chemy is not in any sense to be regarded as the origin of chemistry, the 
pseudo-science undoubtedly aided in its development. Thus, in the case 
of alchemy, superstition exhibits itself as the natural result of imperfect 
scientific observation and false deductions. 

In this work the author describes over forty coins and medals struck to 
commemorate the transmutation of base metal into silver and gold ; the 
series begins with the Rose-nobles of Raymond Lully, in the fourteenth 
century, and ends with a medal struck in 1716, at the castle of Ambros, 
Tyrol. The credulity of all classes of persons in alchemy was very general 
for centuries, and even the year 1889 saw the appearance, in Paris, of a 
work maintaining the doctrine of transmutation on chemical grounds. 

The little volume is a model of typography, and the plates represent 
medals still treasured in the numismatic cabinet in Vienna. 
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Literature. R. Fletcher. — Notes and News. Oriental Customs of 
Courtesy. C. Adler. — Iroquois Superstitions. J. N. B. Hewitt. 
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4. The Canadian Indian. (Owen Sound, Ontario.) Editors : E. F. 
Wilson, H. B. Small. Published under the auspices of the Canadian 
Indian Research Society. Monthly. Annual Subscription, $2.00 : Single 
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5. Proceedings of the Canadian Institute. (Toronto.) Third 
Series, Vol. VII. Fasc. No. 2, April, 1890. Language of the Mississa- 
guas of Scugog. A. F. Chamberlain. — The Maroons of Jamaica and 
Nova Scotia. J. C. Hamilton. 

6. Dialect Notes. (Boston.) Part II. 1890. A New Englander's Eng- 
lish and the English of London. E. S. Sheldon. — Dialect Research in 
Canada. A. F. Chamberlain. — Miscellanies. Sylvester Primer. — 
Notes from Cincinnati. — Kentucky Words and Phrases. J. P. Fruit. — 
Notes from Louisianna. J. W. Pearce. — Various Contributions. — Ad- 
ditions and Corrections to words mentioned in Part I. — Bibliography. 
(Rearrangement of Bibliography of G. Tucker of works on Americanisms, 
printed in the tenth volume of the Transactions of the Albany Institute.) 

7. The Antiquary. (London.) New Series, No. 7, 1890. Holy 
Wells ; their Legends and Superstitions. R. C. Hope. (Continued in 
Nos. 8, 9.) 

8. Folk-Lore. (London.) Vol. I. No. 3, September, 1890. English 
and Scotch Fairy Tales. — Collected by Andrew Lang. — The Collection 
of English Folk-Lore. Miss C. Burne. — Magic Songs of the Finns, II. 
J. Abercromby. — The Riddles of Solomon in Rabbinic Literature. S. 
Schechter. — Notes on Chinese Folk-Lore. J. H. Stewart Lockhart. 

— Report on the Campbell MSS. at Edinburgh. A. Nutt. — Recent Re- 
search in Comparative Religion. J. Jacobs. — Report of the Annual 
Meeting of the Folk-Lore Society. — Correspondence. " How they met 
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Themselves." C. G. Leland. — " Fascination and Hypnotism." H. 
Ellis. — Folk-Tale of Campbell and its Foundation in Usage. J. Jacobs. 

— Notes and News. — Miscellanea. — A Jataka in Pausanias. VV. H. D. 
Rouse. — Bibliography. 
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10. Journal of the Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland. 
Vol. XX. No. 1, August, 1890. Tribes of Central Australia. A. VV. Hewitt. 

11. Journal of the Gypsy-Lore Society. (Edinburgh.) Vol. II. 
No. 4, October, 1890. Gypsy Acrobats in Ancient Africa. Bu Bacchar. 

— Tinkers and their Talk. J. Sampson. — Love Forecasts and Love 
Charms among the Tent Gypsies of Transylvania. H. v. Wlislocki. 
(Translated from " Ethnographia," June, 1890.) — Scottish Gypsies under 
the Stewarts. D. MacRitchie. — Notes on the Gypsies of Poland and 
Lithuania. V. K. de Zielinski. — Slovak-Gypsy Vocabulary {N.-Pob.). 
R. V. Sowa. — Reviews. — Notes and Queries. 

12. The Nineteenth Century. (London.) No. 161, July, 1890. 
Official Polytheism in China. A. Lyall. 

13. Bulletin de la Societe Neuchateloise de Geographic. (Neuf- 
chatel.) Vol. V. 1889-1890. Bushmen et Hottentots. L. Metchnikoff. 

— Au Pays des Boers. Miss J. Jacot. 

14. La Tradition. (Paris.) Vol. IV. No. 7, July, 1890. La theorie 
de Dulaure en mythologie. A. J. Dulaure. — Vieux proverbes Francais. 
(17th century.) — Formulettes infantines. H. Carnoy. — La medicine au 
village. J. Gautier. — Les anciens conteurs. VII. S. Prato. — Le 
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enigmes populaires. De Colleville. 

15. Melusine. (Paris.) Vol. V. No. 4, July-August, 1890. La nou- 
velle brochure de M. Gaston Paris. A. Lequin. — Les contes populaires 
dans l'antiquite classique. H. Gaidoz. — La Fascination. J. Tuchmann. 
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et Synodes clans leurs rapports avec le traditionisme. H. G. — No. 6, 
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16. Revue des Traditions Populaires. (Paris.) Vol. VII. No. 7, 
July, 1890. Folk-Lore Europeen compare. I. La mere et l'enfant. M. 
de Zmigrodzki. — Les traditiones populaires et les e'crivains frangais. 
V. Moliere. P. Sebillot. — Traditiones et superstitions de Dauphine. 
Ferrand. — Moeurs et coutumes de mariage. L. Sichler. (Contin- 
ued in No. 8.) — No. 8, August. Quelques proverbes francais du XV e 
siecle. R. Rosieres. — Les mollusques. P. Sebillot. — Extraits d'an- 
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Cola Pesce. G. Pitre. — Note di traditioni e Leggende. G. M. Co- 
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pop. das ilhas dos Acores. T. Braga. — Tradicoes pop. acoreanas. H. 
R. Lang. 

20. Alemannia. (Bonn.) Vol. XVIII. No. 2, 1890. Uberlinger 
Sagen. T. Lachmann. — Vorarlberger Volks- und Ortsneckereien. C. 
Hauser. — Die Sagen Vorarlbergs. A. Birlinger. 
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Juden. M. Winternitz. — Zur Norwegischen Sagenforschung. H. Han- 
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S. Krauss. 
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